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Rishi Dayanand - His Life And Work -saroj Arya, Delhi

Sr1 Gopal created stir in the
neighborhood by nailing the document to a
pole near the place where Swamiji was
putting up, and hoisted his so-called 'dharma
dhwaja'l When the Pandit was asked to go to
Swamiji's place for shastrartha, he replied, "If
I go there, I shall be defeated, and if the
Swami comes to me, he will be defeated. The Swami's abode is
under the influence of some charm. The Swami's reply to those
who went to him was, "Is it any use holding discussion with a
man who cannot so much as tell the masculine from the feminine
gender ?"Sr1 Gopal's discomfiture did not silence the orthodox
people of Farrukhabad and they sent for Pt. Haldar Ojha from

A — 36 M e 3 Kanpur. The discussion came off on June, 19, 1869, the subject
i ST /7 il ST being idol-worship. Haldar who was a tantrika and believed in

HEAf-4e Tl SR T b Terree- taking wine, gratification of lower passions, etc., for the
www.aryanirmatrisabha.com attainment of mukti (salvation), made efforts to side-track the

T ST B 374 379 98 § SR o 9d &1 98 gl | 1ssue by Starting a defense of drinking. He began quoting

_ ; o chapter and verse in support of his case, but finding that he could
it S 7 fA 10 1 91 A e WS < @ not hold his own, he drifted into various matters that had

a1 I Ted & fore wEe & foih absolutely no bearing on the subject under discussion. The
www.aryanirmatrisabha.com/ufiar @ st Shastratha lasted till one o'clock in the night and was resumed
the next evening. Despite his tangential flight from the matter in
01 Wg-29 W 2018 m (wr=2197) *q- W hand, he felt himselfin a quandary over a grammatical point. Not

AR | WeER | gue | eaR | Sphar | vihar | teew | able to stand the humiliation, he fainted and was taken away
from the meeting in that sorry state.

Haldar Ojha had the audacity to meet Swamiji again in a
similar discussion at Kanpur on July 31' 1869, but fared no
better. It was a hung crowd that assembled to hear the shastrartha
numbering no less than twenty thousand persons. Mr. Thaine,
Assistant Collector who was a Sanskrit scholar of no mean
repute was in the chair. As usual Ojha tried to beat about the
bush, but Swamiji would not let him and he had to come to the
point. It did not take Swamiji long to silence him with his
unanswerable arguments.

"What do you believe in? Asked Thaine of Swamiji.

"In God alone."

"Then why do you perform Agnihotra and worship fire?"

"We don't worship fire. The material thrown into the fire is
transformed into gaseous state and purifies the air."

Mr. Thaine, then took his and stick and left the meeting.
The audience dispersed with shouts of 'Victory to Haldar-Hail
Mother Ganges!' The editor of a local newspaper Shola-i-Toor
was prevailed upon to publish an account of the discussion

: which should be adverse to Swamiji. It was read out to him and
gfcagr| fgdtar | gdtar | =rqeff | 9=t | with his characteristic calmness and well-wishers who felt hurt

e 3°ﬁ"§ = LD e at the wrong that had been done to their guru, and they called on
o e o e o e e Mr. Thaine and requested him to let them know if he considered
UoHl | USST | WedHT | 3TSSHT | STt | S9THT |[TRIEPH|  the account that had been published fair and just. Thereupon he
?;HE gé,:f“ 1;7::3; W’;‘E é::% ﬂ? wrote Iés ozzlvn decis;i?[r}[ }ellnctl-hanc-le(i it O\tl.er t(} tgem(-iltd rga(is thus:—f
entlemen: e time in function I decided in favor o
g-la-s-ﬁ- ERIEtiU
Sron kiRl rforaeT| foedar | getar | erqefi Dayanand Saraswati, Faquir, and I believe his arguments are in

— e M A =— e O Se—— accordance with the Vedas. I think he won the day. If you wish it,

i TF [ will give you my reasons for my decision in few days.

Tt | Tl | 3Tt | AaHt | S9THT [WehTeyit| gIEvit
18 ST
Stggeren

PR

yours obediently,

3terEen || oaser 7S B.W. Thaine Cawnpore.
= TR 7th August, 1869.
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