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Rishi Dayanand - His Life And Work -saroj Arya, Delhi

Nothing more was needed to damn
Haldar. But to add to his failure, many worshiper
of idols threw their idols in the bazaar or into the
river and testified thereby to the truth of
Swamiji's doctrines.From Kanpur Swamiji
proceded to Banaras, the great centre of
Sanskrit learning and the citadel of orthodoxy.
Dayanand felt that his work was not complete
unless he dealt a blow to this city of myth and marvel. Equipped with
naught, but his learning and his character, this solitary monk was
thinking of assaulting this power Maharaja himself to guard its
idolatrous beliefs and its iniquitous trade, But nothing could daunt
our hero, he took his stand on the solid rock of truth and no fear of
worldly opposition or power could deter him from doing what he
considered to be right. He dared to believe and to act.

The fame of this '‘iconoclast’ had preceded him, his
discussions at Frrukhabad and Kanpur had made him known in all
seats of orthodoxy in India-particularly Banras. His arrival caused
anxiety among the pundits. Many a person gathered to the place
where he was staying, some out of curiosity, some to spite him and
thus to feed their hate, others to listen to his arguments. such was
the effect if his eloquence that many 'who came to scoff remained to
pray.' Swamiji, who was anxious to bring matters to a head, one day
wrote down a question in connection with a subject, dealt with in the
Mahabhashya and sent the slip to the well-known pandit of Banaras-
Raja Ram Shastri. The reply of the pundit was "let the knife be placed
between us, if I satisfy you, I will cut off your nose, if not, you may cut
off mine." When this answer reached Swamiji, he laughed and said,
"Two knives instead of one, if that be your wish. Let shastras
(weapons) serve as substitutes for shaastras (scriptures) if these suit
you better."

Swamiji's fearless denunciation of idol-worship aroused the
Maharaja of Kashi to his duties as 'Defender of the Faith,' and he
called the pandits of Kashi together and impressed upon them the
necessity of holding a shastrartha (discussion with proof of
scriptures only), lest the unorthodox ideas perished by Dayanand
should take root in the minds of the people. Monday, November 16,
1869 was fixed by mutual consent as the date of the shastrartha. The
pandits started mighty preparations to meet their formidable
opponent, not only by way of collection of arguments to support
their cause but at the same time by rousing the rowdy element of the
town to their duty at the hour of need. Victory must be attained, by
fair means or foul. And what fear they when the Maharaja was there
to back them up ? It was a tremendous gathering that came to hear
the discussion. Swamiji was told by some of his well-wishers that
they apprehended foul play, for a larger number of hooligans had
found their way to the place reserved for speakers, in spite of the
orders of the Kotwali the contrary. "I am prepared to risk my life
rather than be false to God. I have nothing to fear, for I live for my
Ishwara and my Dharma," replied Swamiji, and he repaired to the
meeting, as calm as ever. In order to overawe him, it had been
arranged that the pundits who were to participate in the discussion
should come in a victorious procession, and as soon as they entered,
there were loud shouts of joy. The Maharaja of Kashi, who to preside,
soon followed. The pundits rose and gave him their blessing. From
start Swamiji felt that proper treatment was not being given to his
supporters so much so that they were not allowed to sit by him. But
he did not protest and allowed the Maharaja and the pundits to
please themselves. He inquired if the Vedas had been brought, and
was told that since the pundits knew the Vedas by heart it was felt
unnecessary to bring them. To be continued...
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