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Rishi Dayanand - His Life And Work -saroj Arya, Delhi

Pt. Tara Charan opened the
discussion, but could not stand Sawami's
onslaught for long, and leaving the subject
under discussion, began to talk about the
revealed knowledge of the Vedas. Swamiji
answered his questions once or twice but
pointed out to him that he was getting
irrelevant during the course of the discussion. Swamiji quoted a
passage from the Upanishad (spiritual commentary on Vedas)
and showed them the passage at which they felt crestfallen.
Vishuddhanand did not heed Swamiji's remonstrance and
showed them the latter felt constrained to beat him on his own
ground. Finding his associate cornered, Pt. Balashastri hastened
to his rescue, and offered to answer the question over which
Vishuddhanand had been silenced, but was nonplused. The
pandits then played a trick, which as later events disclosed was
pre-planned. One pandit, Madhavacharya by names, took out a
few leaves from a manuscript which he said was a copy of the
Veda Samhita and directed his attention to a passage in that book
which sanctioned idol-worship. Having absolutely no idea of his
intention Swamiji began to examine the minutes when
Vishuddhanand, his associate and the Maharaja of Kashi, stood
up. Cries of- Dayanand defeated, Dayanand defeated; were
raised and the meeting ended in a wild uproar. The Voice of
Dayanand was drowned in the midst of confusion that ensued.
Some scoundrels began to throw stones and brickbats at the
Swami, but thanks to Kotwal Raghunath Das they were soon
dispersed. Unruffled he stood in the midst of that rowdyism
wondering at that disgraceful trick that had been played on him.
A marble statue could not be less moved by the raging wrath of
the crowd. "I had fondly hoped there would be absolute fairness.
The way they have behaved is highly unjust and unfair,"
remarked he. That his adversaries had felt the necessity of
resorting to such unenviable methods was a proof indisputable
of'his moral triumph.

The pundits did not delay in proclaiming this victory from
the housetops, and in advertising this fact in newspapers. Truth
cannot be suppressed for long, however, and Dayanand was not
to be put down by such high handedness and mischief. He stayed
on at Kashi, exposed the trick that had been played on him, and
went on preaching his doctrines and challenging the pundits to a
fair fight but none came forward.

The following appeared in the Hindu patriot of 17th
January 1870, in connection with the shastrartha:-"The
stronghold of Hindu idolatry and bigotry which, according to
Hindu mythology stands on the trident of Shiva, and is,
therefore, not liable to the influence of earthquakes, has lately
been shaken to its foundation by the appearance of a sage from
Gujarat. The name of this great personage Dayanand Saraswati.
He has come with the avowed object of giving a death-blow to
the Hindu system of worship. He considers the Vedas to be the
only books worthy of regard, and styles the Puranas as cunningly
devised fables, the inventions of some shrewd Brahmins in a
later period for fulfilling their selfish motives. The Vedas says
he, entirely ignore idol-worship, and he challenges the pundits
and great men of Banaras to meet him in argument. Some time
ago, the Maharaja of Ram Nagar held a meeting in which he
invited the great pundits and elite of Banaras. To be continued...
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