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Rishi Dayanand - His Life And Work -saroj Arya, Delhi
"Did you go to the temple of

gokuliyas?"

"Yes, please."

"What have you been offered?

"Rs. 5 in cash, 5 seers of sweets,

and this promise of Rs. 1,000, if I

kill you."

"I have been poisoned many a time. If I have
survived these attempts, I am going to outlive the
one too."

" dare not administer poison anybody,
particularly to you, who are doing so much for
humanity."

"The merciful Swami contented himself with
having the sweets thrown away, and the note
torn. He warned the servant not to be led astray
by such tempters.It was in Bombay that the idea
of establishing a permanent organization to carry
on the work of social regeneration on Vedic lines
among Hindus found a practical shape. The work
of reform undertaken by the Brahma Samaj in
Calcutta, and that of Prarthana Samaj in
Bombay should have suggested to Swamiji and
his followers that no permanent good could be
achieved without the establishment of a regularly
organised body. Before this idea finally
materialised, periodic efforts had already been
made in this direction in Rajkot to which place
Swamiji had gone for a few days, and in Bombay
itself during the early stages of Swamiji's stay.
Whether it was for want of moral courage
required for standing against the common view
or the fear of authorities, the matter did not
receive much public attention. It was in
February, 1875, that serious efforts were set
afoot in this organization -Arya Samaj as it was
named-and rules of conduct for members were
discussed at several sittings. When they had
been amended and modified and approved by
Swamiji, it was decided to announce them at a
public meeting. Swamiji would not sacrifice his
principles for the sake of worldly gain or show.
When the rules were under discussion, one of his
important supporters, Raj Kroshna, suggested
that in some shape Advaita be incorporated in
the niyamas. It could be given up later on, but it
was necessary in the beginning so as to bring in

large numbers to their fold. To be continued...
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