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Rishi Dayanand - His Life And Work -saroj Arya, Delhi

This meeting was attended by
Babu Navin Chandra Roy, B. Keshub
Chandra sen, munshi Indar Mani of
Muradabad, B. Harish Chandra
Chinatamani, B. Kanhya Lal
Alkhadhari and Sir Sayyad Ahmed.
Swamiji proposed that they should have
the same set of principles to believe in,
and should work on the same lines, but those present
could not see how religious differences could be got
over. Swamiji's efforts in this direction, therefore,
proved abortive.Thwarted thus, Swamiji went to
Chandrapur, where a great conference of religions was
going to be held with a view ascertaining the truth
regarding Dharma. Rev. Mr. Scott and Rev. Parker
represented Christianity, while Maulvi Ksim and Syed
abdul Mansoor came as representatives of Islam. It
was suggested to Swamiji that the Hindus and
Moslems should combine and unitedly expose
Christianity but he rejected the suggestion, saying.
'"The proper thing is that no one in this conference
should do anything calculated to harm others. How
beneficial will it be if the maulvis, missionaries and
ourselves should met in love and investigate the truth."
Every moment of his life Swamiji felt that the
liberation of humanity lay in resuscitation of Vedic
ideals, and in upholding his position he had
sometimes the painful duty of exposing false creeds,
but it would be wrong to think that he was intolerant
and hated those who professes faiths different from his
own. This is absolutely clear from what he said at the
beginning of his speech in this conference ;"No one
should think of victory or defeat, for it is proper for all
good men to see that truth prevails. Such remarks as
'the padaris are wrong' or that 'the Muhammadans are
false' are apt to lead to quarrel and should be avoided.
Wise people should according to their knowledge,
declare truth and refute untruth in a language that
should not harm the feeling of others. They should
avoid speaking ill of one another, and making
derogatory remarks like 'I am victorious and you are
defeated.' All should give up prejudice, and speak out
the truth. No one should, therefore, employ harsh
words." The conference lasted for some days. Swamiji
created a very good impression by his scholarship and
logic but his hope that the Vedic truths should be
accepted by those whom he tried to convince by the
force of his arguments was as unfulfilled as ever.
Bigotry leaves no room for conviction.

After the conference, Swamiji accompanied by
Munshi Kanayya Lal Alkhdhari left for Ludhiana,

! where he reached on 1st March 1877. Here he stayed

for a fortnight. Then he came to lahore, and put up in
Diwan Rattan Chand's garden. His first two lectures
were delivered on April 25 and 26 in the Baoli Sahib
and were well-attended. The orthodox people were wild
with rage, but the educated classes were filled with

admiration. .
To be continued...
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