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Rishi Dayanand - His Life And Work -sarojArya, Delhi

He was accorded a very cordial
reception by Maharana Sajjan Singh.
After a short stay, he proceeded to
Udaypore, the capital of the State. His
Highness called on Swamiji morning
and evening, in the morning generally
accompanying him in his walk, and in
the evening studying with him. Swamiji instructed
the Maharana in Darshans, Manusmriti and
Mahabharata in the presence of his trusted chiefs.
He also initiated the Maharana into upasana. The
result of all this was that before long, the Maharana
was a different man, and began to lead a regular,
dutiful and disciplined life. One great reform which
was introduced in the Mewar State at the instance of
Swamiji was the introduction and use if Hindi as a
court language. Swamiji also wished to establish a
Vedic Pathshala with a view to giving some
permanency to the interests of Arya Samaj. He also
conceived the idea of opening a school or college for
training the children of the nobility of Vedic lines on
the part of Government. It is unfortunate that the
scheme did not materialize.

It will not be out of place to give an incident
relating to Swamiji's stay at Udaipur, which shows
how unbending he was in his devotion to principles.
Itis said, that the Maharana in the course of his talk
suggested to Swamiji to give up denouncing idol-
worshp as a matter of policy.

"Your Holiness known that this state this state
is spiritually subject to the Linga Ishwara Mahadeva.
In case you follow my suggestion, I shall give you the
Mahantship of the Mandir which will bring you an
annual income of lacs of rupees."

"Neither this petty state nor your petty mandir
has power to deviate me from what I consider my
duty."

The Maharana was perhaps prepared for this
reply, for he hastened to remark.

“Revered sir, I was only trying you."Swamiji
brought about a transformation in the life of Ranaji.
To quote Pandya Mohan lal Vishun Lal "The
Maharaja, through the upadesha (sermons) of
Swamiji, was a completely regenerated man' Ranaji
was ever ready to carry out Swamiji's behests, but
the latter took good care not to interfere in the
internal administration of the State. That added to
Maharana's respect for him; as a matter of fact His
Highness respected and revered Swamiji as he really
respected and revered no one before. When receiving
upadesha he would insist on occupying a seat much
lower than that of the Swami, but the latter would
not permit this, saying, "If I don't show respect to
your Highness, how can your subjects respect you as
they should ?"

To be continued...
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