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Rishi Dayanand - His Life And Work -sarojArya, Delhi

"l don't attempt to hew down the
more thorny trees with a nail-cutter, I
use the axe," was Swamiji's calm
remark.Some admirers of Swamiji came
at the time of parting and remarked:

"It is unsafe for you to go to
Jodhpur. The people of that State are
mean and unscrupulous. They might as well use my
fingers for candles and yet not deter me from the
performance of my duty," was Swamiji's stern reply.

Swamiji was at Jodhpur on 29th May 1883. A
prince had come to receive him and he took him to the
bungalow of Mian Faizullah Khan - the Prime Minister of
the state, where he was to put up.

All was not well with the state of Jodhpur.
Corruption and robbery were the order of the day. The
ruler, Maharaja Jaswant Singh, a victim of his evil ways,
was under the influence of an infamous mistress-Nanhi
Jan, and her voice was supreme in the affairs of the
State. The Prince had no time from his enjoyments and
left the entire administration in the hands of Faizullah
Khan, who along with his co-religionists was exploiting
the state to his heart's content, while the Rajputs-the
ruler's own kinsmen watched helplessly. The Maharaja
hardly deserved the name of Rajput, and was an
unworthy heir of a glorious race.

It was after 15 days of his arrival that the
Maharaja paid him a visit. Swamiji began a talk on the
'Duties of Kings' which lasted for three hours. At his
suggestion, Swamiji began a series of lectures to be held
every day from 4 P.M. to 6 P.M. During the course of
these lectures, he was very unsparing in his exposure of
wickedness, and jobbery in the State. The Mussalmans
of the State were excited beyond measure at his severe
criticism of the muslim creed. No wonder that one day
Faizullah Khan, audaciously enough, threatened
Swamiji. "If it were so I would set two Rajputs at your
heels," was Swamiji's cool reply. One day a muslim
youth with his hands on the handle of his sword
interrupted Swamiji in his lecture saying, "Hold your
tongue, and criticize not our faith or else I will end your
life with this sword."

"Peace, boy! peace! you are hardly out of your
teens yet, | wonder if you know how to wield your sword
or even unsheathe it. If I were to feel afraid of such idle
threats, I would have given up my work long-long ago."
The rebuff worked, the boy almost collapsed with
shame.

More troublous developments were ahead. One of
Swamiji's visits to the royal palace was at an unexpected
hour, when Nanhi Jan was sitting with the Maharaja.
Coming to know that the Swami was at the gates of the
palace he ordered the attendants to take the woman
away. Finding the band of carriers short of one man, the
Maharaja himself put his hand to the palanquin in
steady it. But lo! the Swami was there. Indignant at

what he saw going on, he exclaimed: o N o
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