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Rishi Dayanand - His Life And Work -sarojArya, Delhi

he went to sleep again. It was
quite late in the morning when he got
up and as soon as he rose, he threw
up again. He felt suspicious and sent
for Jagannath, his cook.

"Did you tamper with my
evening meal?"

"No sir, | know nothing about it."

"It is no use denying what is so evident, speak
the truth," said Swamiji sternly.

The cook stood trembling.

"I did poison the milk you took last evening. I
have committed a sin. What a fool I was to be taken
in!", He fell at the feet of the Rishi.

"Jagannath, by my death at this stage my
work is left unfinished. You have no idea of the
harm you have done to the country. But why
blame you? It was so ordained. Here are a few
rupees, which may prove of use to you. Leave this
state at once and fly to Nepal, where you may be
safe. Tarry not, now, disappear quietly. Let nobody
know what you have done."

The people nearby come to know of Swamiji
was ill and sent for a doctor, who administered
some medicine to stop vomiting and also allay the
patient's thirst. The dreadful pain continued and
respiration was getting quicker, however,
Swamiji's calmness was remarkable, it was he
alone could spend the excruciating pain he was
suffering with such patience. The Raja learnt of the
Swamiji's illness in the evening and sent the royal
physician, Ali Mardan Khan. This doctor, it is said,
was an accomplice in the concubine's conspiracy.

At any rate, his treatment did not improve
matters. The condition of the patient was growing
worse, frequent fits of wunconsciousness
occasioned by purging added to the trouble.
Blisters were appearing on the whole body. Doctor
Adams came to see Swamiji on the 15th October
and advised his removal to Mount Abu. The
Maharaja could not possibly like this idea: to allow
Swamiji to leave his State in such a precarious
condition would be the height of folly, and if the
worst should happen, it would be lasting slur on
his fair name and that of the state. But Swamiji
was inclined to leave Jodhpur and the request of
the Raja had no effect. He accompanied the
palanquin of his distinguished guest to some
distance, and then with foldede hands and eyes
full of tears took his leave.

To be continued...
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